




 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        above – Coastal area of Sumbawa Island, near Lunyuk, devastated by 
        August 19, tsunami wave. 

 
below – Lunyuk Village, Sumbawa Island, destroyed by the August 19, 
        tsunami.  (Associated Press, Jakarta, Indonesia) 
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a business trip that will take him to the Philippines and the Southwest Pacific. 
The visit gave an opportunity to see the two Centers in operation, and to hold dis-
cussions at ITIC on matters of immediate concern.  Principal among these were the 
Mandate and Functions of ITIC, scheduled for presentation to the 10th Assembly of  
IOC in October, and the need for a new ITIC Associate Director, with Mr. Wigen  
already working beyond the limit of his two-year appointment.  Discussions covered 
other items of interest, the agendas of the forthcoming meetings of the IOC Execu-  
tive Council and Assembly in Paris, and the ITSU VI Meeting in Manila; the status  
of the resolutions from the last ITSU V Meeting in Lima, Peru; and the working re- 
lationships between ITSU, UNESCO-IOC and ITIC.  The status of the different ITIC 
educational programs were discussed, as well as the need to secure international 
funding for their execution. 

 
Visiting Scientist 
 
 

Norman M. Ridgway, Physical Oceanographer at 
New Zealand Oceanographic Institute has com- 
pleted a 6-week assignment to ITIC, under the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission's  
visiting scient1st program.  
 
During his visit, Mr. Ridgway participated in 
many of the activities of the Center, and in 
particular in the systematic collection and 
compilation of records for the new series, 
Tsunami Reports.  He shared in the preparation 
of the list of potentially tsunamigenic earth- 
quakes of the last century, to be used in the 
Historical Study of Tsunamis, and contributed 
New Zealand data to the list.  

 
Visits were made to the International Tsunami 
Warning System Center at Honolulu Observatory, 
the Civil defense Agency's Emergency Head-  
quarters at Diamond Head, and the Hawaii In- 
stitute of Geophysics (JTRE).  Useful dis- 
cussions were held and the personal contacts 
made will be beneficial in both the operational 
and research aspects of tsunamis in New Zealand.  
 

A study of potential tsunami inundation areas in New Zealand was commented at ITIC.  
More details of the near-shore land topography than are presently available are re- 
quired to complete this study.  Apart from their usefulness to Civil Defense author- 
ities, the results could also help to alert planners and engineers to the risks posed  
by possible tsunamis in the siting and design of coastal structures and buildings.  
 
During the final portion o£ the visit, with the Director and Associate Director on  
overseas assignment, Mr. Ridgway served as Acting Director at ITIC.  
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1977-13 Aug 27 
0712 
6.3 
 

Banda Sea 
  8.4 S 
125.2 E 

Reports sought from Indonesia and 
Australia 

 Aug 31 
0042 
6.5 

Colombia 
 7.7 N 
74.7 W 
 

Inland epicenter 
No investigation planned 

1977-14 Sept 4 
0848 
6.5 

New Hebrides 
 13.5 S 
166.6 E 

Queried tide stations in Fiji, New 
Caledonia, Australia and Papua-New Guinea 

1977-15 Sep 4 
1541 
6.4 

Aleutian Islands 
 51.3 N 
178.4 E 

Reports sought from Alaska 

 
 
 
 
 
(left & below) – Tsunami 
survey party going ashore 
at Awang, Lombok Island, 
Indonesia. 
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